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Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, and in compliance with the duty 
of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, applicants submit attached Form PTO-SB/08A 
(modified) for consideration and request the references cited therein be made of record by the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office in the above-captioned application. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R, § l,98(a)(2)(ii), copies of cited U.S. patents and/or 
U.S. patent application publications under 35 U.S.C. § 371, are not being provided. In addition, 
pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d), copies of the references are not being provided because they 
were cited in Information Disclosure Statements submitted in U.S. Application No. 10/693,604, 
from which the present application claims the benefit of priority under 35 U.S.C. § 120. 

Applicants respectfully point out that the submission of the listed references in 
this Information Disclosure Statement is not an admission that they are prior art or that they are 
material to patentability of any claims of the application. Also, the submission of this 
Information Disclosure Statement is not an indication that a search has been made by Applicants. 



Patent Application No.: 10/77i;284 
Attorney Docket: 641 18.000046 

Consideration of the foregoing plus the prompt return of a copy of the enclosed 
Form SB/08 A with the Examiner's initials in the left column in accordance with MPEP 609 are 
respectfiiUy requested. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted after the mailing of a 
non-fmai Office Action, but is believed to be prior to a final Office Action or a Notice of 
Allowance. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c)(2), a check in the amount of $180.00 as set forth in 
§ 1.1 7(p) is enclosed. In the event any variance exists between the amount enclosed and the 
Patent Office charges, please charge or credit any difference to the undersigned's Deposit 
Account No. 50-0206. 

Respectfidly submitted, 
HUNTON & WILLIAMS LLP 



Dated: By: ^ ^^^^^^^ ^ 

Tyler Maddry 
Registration No. 40,074 

Dwight M. Benner, II 
Registration No. 52,467 

Hunton & Williams LLP 
Intellectual Property Department 
1900 K Street, N.W. 
Suite 1200 

Washington, DC 20006 
(202) 955-1500 (telephone) 
(202) 778-2201 (facsimile) 
TM/DMB/asc 
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PTO/SB/08B (08/03) {modified) 
U.S. Patent and Trademarl< Office; U.S. DEPARTiViENT OF COMMERCE 



Substitute for fomi 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BYAPPUCANT 

{use asmany^wetsasnece^f}^ 


AppBceSon Number 


10/771,284 


FUngDatB 


FebnjaryS, 2004 


Fvst Nemed Inventor 


Rkhanl ASSAKER, etaL 


Art Unit 


3733 


ExammerNanw 


Jerry L Cumberiedge 


Sheet 1 1 of 3 


Attorney Docket Number 


64118.000046 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 







DOCUMENT NUMBER 
Number - Kind Code (if l<nown) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages or 
Relevant Figures Appear 
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EXAIVIINER SIGNATURE 


DATE CONSIDERED 



*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, wfiether or not citation iS in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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Apf^hation Number 


10/771,284 


FUhgDale 


Febniary5,2004 
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Art Unit 


3733 
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Mtamey Docket Nimber 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



•Examiner 
Initial 


Cite 


FOREIGN PATENT 
DOCUMENT 

Country Code Number-Kind 
Code (if known) 


Publication Date 
MIVI-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures Appear 
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EXAMINER SIGNATURE 



DATE CONSIDERED 



*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation 
if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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Substitute for form 1449/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessaf^i 


Application Number 


10/771,284 


FUhg Date 


Februarys, 2004 


First Named Inventor 


RkhardASSAKER, etaL 


ArtUnU 


3733 


Examiner Name 


Jerry L Cumberiedge 


Sheet 1 3 of 3 


Attorney Docket Number 
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OTHER DOCUMENTS - NON-PATENT UTERATURE DOCUMENTS 



Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 
item (book, magazine, joumal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-Issue 
number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published 



Edward C. Benzel and Hansen Yuan, "DOC Ventral Cervical Stabilization System," pp. 1-{ 
AcroMed (1998). 



"DOC Ventral Cervical Stabilization System, Ordering Information for Implants and 
Instruments," pp. 1-8 AcroMed (1998). 



Hansen Yuan and Edward Benzel, "AcroMed Surgeon-Driven Spinal Solutions, DOC Ventral 
Cervical Stabilization System," pp. 1-3 Acromed (1998). 



EXAMINER SIGNATURE 



DATE CONSIDERED 



*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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